
Part-time Lab Technician Position 
 

Associate Professor Holly Jones’ Evidence-based Restoration Lab at Northern Illinois University 
has funding for a lab technician with a desired start date of 1 June 2021.   
 
Our lab studies the biodiversity crisis and how we can conserve endangered species and repair 
damaged ecosystems.  We produce science in collaboration with and in support of ecosystem and 
species managers because that’s where we think we can make the most impact.  We have diverse 
interests but are all united in a common goal to push conservation/restoration science forward, 
and have fun doing it. Our lab centers mental health, work-life balance, and values diverse 
perspectives; we foster a stimulating, supportive atmosphere for lab members to learn from and 
teach one another.  We understand that as scientists, we should take our work seriously, but that 
it’s equally important that we create a respectful, enjoyable environment in which to do science. 
 
Funds for 20 hours a week at $15/hour for 28 weeks this year and for the following two years are 
available for a lab technician to manage a prairie plot experiment funded by the National Science 
Foundation and done in collaboration with Dr. Nick Barber of San Diego State University. For 
this research, we will establish 156 small experimental prairie plots on the NIU campus, with 
different combinations of plant species to study the ecosystem function consequences of species 
and plant functional trait losses and gains.  
 
The lab technician will be required to cultivate and maintain the plots – to help plant and manage 
the plots through weeding, watering, and other activities. They will also help to collect and 
manage data, run experiments, support and facilitate the work of collaborators (professors and 
graduate students) working on the project, and help to troubleshoot any issues that arise.  
 
The ideal candidate will have a B.Sc. degree (those pursuing one with relevant experience will 
be considered), and experience in the following areas: 

• prairie plant identification (or ability to quickly learn) 
• field work 
• data management 
• data analysis/processing in R 
• data entry in Excel 
• working as part of a team 
• leading teams of personnel 
• managing large projects 
• working in adverse climate conditions 

 
If you’re interested, please email: 1) a brief cover letter indicating why you’re interested in the 
position and detailing your relevant experience and 2) your resume/CV to hjones@niu.edu. 
Please send this by 8 May 2021 for full consideration. 


